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1. The Commititse opn Religioug Affalrs of the USSR is gravely
Soncerned over the Tailure o' Soviet religious Policy in
France, source reports, and, gince they have ordered g
Plrmer handg in church affairs, it ig belisved thet the
Soviets wily Tight rop eontrol of the ¥etropolitan Chureh
on rue Daru, asite of Archbishop Viadimiptg headquartersg

2. In 1923 the Russian Orthodox Religious Associstion was

tion was cregtod in antlclipation of the recognlition of the

3. After sn exchange of lotters, the ambassador wrote and slgned
& document, 12 June 1923, in Which the followlng wag
stipulated: _ ) ’

"The Russian Embaggy transfers the Bmbaasy Chupch

to the Asuoeiation for the purpose of breserying
this chureh from representatives of the Soviet
ML As soon 88 legitimate power iﬂ p -2
s3tablished in Russla wigh the approvgl of the
beopls, and ag socn as thig legitimate power
establishag contacts with the authorities of' the
past whioh wope overthrown by the revolution, the
2grssuments which we have concluded will pe consldeped
88 rmll mnd void,®
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4, It 1s probable, source states, that in the case of trial
before French courts easch of the two partlies in question
would claim its rights, Vladimlr's counssllors would
without doubt bring to light the above quoted paragraph,
as Vliadimir and his clergy are preparing to defend them-
selves with every wespon. llowever, Soviet circles in
Paris seem hesitant as to the opportunensess of such a
trlal, In source's opinion they have awalted the organiza-
tion of the new French Government, since Bogomolov's
entourage fears that without a far-leftist govermment the
trial of the rue Daru church might degenerste into a trial
in which the sccused would be the Soviet Government.
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